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Over 90 students attended the 2016 Youth
Summit from the following junior high
school districts: Round Lake, Waukegan,
and North Chicago. We had several
informative and exciting workshops with
the dynamic speakers.

Voting is a

I tremendous gift.
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Page 7 fight and even die for

this right; a right that so many youth in

democratic nations take for granted. If

you don’t you may one day wake up in a

country where you can’t exercise your
right to vote whenever possible.

13th Annual
Coalition To
Reduce
Recidivism
Job Faix/
Luncheon

ZILL Save The Date
Friday, October 14, 2016

For more information call
847-244-4900 or email
coalition2rr@waukegantownship.com
2016 Luncheon Chair - Pastor Todd Fletcher

A Transition From Gangs To Glory - Inside/Out

talks with Pastor Ricky Bueno
By Kim Woods

Frontline Street Intervention
1631 N. Cherokee Dr.
Round Lake Beach, I1..60073
Office Hours: Monday-Friday
10am-3pm. (847) 340-3574
frontlinestreetintervention@live.com
facebook.com/Frontline-Street-Intervention .

Question: What contributed to you joining a gang?

I think for me and a lot of youth, we were looking for an identity. You
try to fit in with the crowd. I was trying to find out who I was. When
we moved to Round Lake, it was mostly white people. When I got into
high school, that's where it was most noticeable. I was trying to find a
place. I would go back and forth to the old neighborhood where my
grandmother still lived. There I met members of a gang and started
hanging out. I looked up to the gang members in how they carried
themselves. I started to identify myself with them. Once I found that
Identity, I wanted to live and die for it.

Question: It seems at a young age you figured out that you
wanted to be the best at whatever choice you made, you
wanted to put your all into everything that you were doing?
Did you have a father figure or parents as role models growing
up?

My biological father left when I was around 4 or 5 years old. I had a
mother and stepfather who raised me. My stepfather grew up in
Mexico. He had a tough upbringing and he was extremely strict. I
started to resent him and didn't want to be around him. I found
freedom hanging out with my friends. My mom was always caught in
the middle. Today my relationship with my stepfather is much better.
I think that has a lot to do with me having my own family now.
Question: When you decided to join the gang...did you seek
them out or did they make you to join?

Honestly, I would watch the movies like “Scarface” and see how they
would glorify that type of lifestyle. The media had a lot to do with
glamorizing gangs. I also had family members who were gang
members. All of this had an influence on me joining. Ultimately, it
was me liking the way the gang members carried themselves. I felt
they had love for one another, showed respect and took care of each
other. I felt like I was being accepted and that’s really what I was
longing for.
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